The 17 Amendments

The Texas State Legislature referred the folldwing 17
constitutional amendments to the ballot for Nov. 4, 2025:

SJR 34 (Parental Rights): The amendment would provide
that parents have the right “to exercise care, custody, and
control of the parent’s child, including the right to make
decisions concerning the child’s upbringing” and the
responsibility “to nurture and protect the parent’s child.” The
last state to vote on a parental rights amendment

was Colorado in 1996, where voters rejected the initiative.
SJR 37 (Citizenship Voting Requirement): The amendment
would add noncitizens to the list of persons prohibited from
voting under Section 1, Article 6 of the Texas Constitution.
From 2018 to 2024, voters approved 14 ballot measures that
added language to their state constitutions about citizenship
requirements for voting. |

SJR 5 (Denial of Bail): The amendment would allow a judge
to deny bail for individuals accused of certain crimes if there
is clear and convincing evidence that the person might fail to
appear in court or pose a threat to the community, law
enforcement, or the victim. The amendment would apply to
charges including murder, capital murder, certain forms of
aggravated assault, aggravated kidnapping, robbery, sexual
assault, indecency with a child, and human trafficking.

SJR 27 (Judicial Conduct Commission): The amendment
would change the composition of the 13-member State
Commission on Judicial Conduct, including increasing the
governor’s appointees from five to seven members, and the
composition of the tribunal that reviews the commission’s
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SJR 3 (Dementia Prevention and Research Institute): The
amendment would establish the Dementia Prevention and
Research Institute of Texas with $3 billion from the general
fund.




. HJR 1, HJR 34, and HJR 99 (Property Tax Exemptions):
These three amendments authorize the legislature to create
new property tax exemptions, other than the homestead tax
exemptions described above. HJR 1 would allow the
legislature to exempt up to $125,000 of the market value of
income-producing personal property from property taxes. HJR
34 would allow the legislature to exempt from taxes increases
in a property’s value, located in a county bordering Mexico,
that result from the construction or installation of border
security infrastructure. HJR 99 would allow the legislature to
exempt animal feed held for retail sale from property taxes.




HJR 7 (Sales Tax Revenue for Water Fund): The
amendment would allocate the first $1 billion of sales tax
revenue each fiscal year, after collections exceed $46.5
billion, to the state water fund and allow the legislature to
change the $1 billion allocation amount with a two-thirds vote.
SJR 59 (Technical College System Special Funds): The
amendment would create two special funds—the Permanent
Technical Institution Infrastructure Fund and the Available
Workforce Education Fund—outside the General Revenue
Fund to support capital projects for the Texas Technical
College System.

HJR 2, HJR 4, and SJR 18 (Constitutional Bans on Certain
Taxes): These three amendments prohibit state taxes on
certain financial assets, transactions, or occupations. HJR 2
would prohibit the state from enacting an estate tax and
would prohibit the legislature from enacting new taxes, not in
effect as of Jan. 1, 2025, on the transfer of an estate,
inheritance, or gift. HIR 4 would prohibit an occupation tax on
registered securities market operators or a tax on securities
transactions. SJR 18 would prohibit state taxes on realized or
unrealized capital gains for individuals, families, estates, or
trusts, including taxes on the sale or transfer of capital |
assets.

HJR 133, SJR 2, SJR 84, and SJR 85 (Homestead Tax
Exemptions): These four amendments affect how property
taxes are applied to primary residences, also known as
homesteads. SJR 2 would increase the general homestead
property tax exemption for school district taxes from $100,000
to $140,000. SJR 85 would increase the homestead property
tax exemption for school district taxes from $10,000 to
$60,000 for individuals who are age 65 or older or disabled.
HJR 133 would allow the legislature to create a homestead

tax exemption for a surviving spouse of a veteran who died
from a service-connected iliness. SJR 84 would allow the
legislature to create a temporary homestead tax exemption
for improvements to homes that were completely destroyed
by a fire.




